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make India one nation, whether one believes it or not,
Hindi alone can be the national language for the simple
reason that no other language can hope to have the
advantages enjoyed by Hindi. With some slight variations
Hindi-Hindustani is the language spoken by about
twenty-two crores of people, both Hindus and Muslims.
Therefore the most proper and under the circum-
stances the only possible thing would be to use the
language of the province in the province, to use Hindi
for all-India purposes and to use English for inter-national
purposes. While the Hindi-speaking people may be
counted in crores, the number of those who speak
English can never be increased to more than a few
lakhs. Even the attempt to do so would be unjust
to the people.
(From Hindi)

From GandhijVs presidential address at the 24th session
of the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan held at Indore in 1935.

There is nothing wrong in making a knowledge of
Hindustani compulsory, if we are sincere in our declara-
tions that Hindustani is or is to be the Rashtrabhasha
or the common medium of expression. Latin was and
probably still is compulsory in English schools. The
study did not interfere with the study of English.
On the contrary English was enriched by a knowledge
of the noble language. The cry of "mother-tongue in
danger" is either ignorant or hypocritical. And where
it is sincere it speaks little for the patriotism of thoae who
will grudge our children an hour per day for Hindustani.
We must break through the provincial crust if we are to
reach the core of all-India nationalism. Is India one
country and one nation or many countries and many
nations ?
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